Text: Mark 7:31-37 (NIV) 

He Has Done Everything Well!

I. We Come with Dire Needs

II. The Son of God Provides for Those Needs

III. We Can't Help but Tell Others

Dear fellow redeemed in Christ,

We all know them – people that seem to just do everything right. He or she seems to have all the luck. The golden-haired boy who's good at every sport he plays. The dark-haired girl who always gets straight A's on her report card. The suave businessman whose business moves always succeed. The woman who seems to be the perfect wife/mother; she just has a perfect family. And we say, “That person has done everything well!” 

But let's snap back to reality now and remember that this person is only human, that this person sins and makes mistakes, just like us, and that this person will die unless the Good Lord returns in glory first. You see, there is no one who has done everything well. No one except for the Son of God, He who made the blind see, the deaf hear, and the mute speak. It's upon this Son of God that we meditate this morning, as we consider He who HAS done everything well and why this is such great news for us today!

Our text is recorded for us in the Gospel of Mark. Mark focuses on the ways and deeds by which Jesus proved Himself to be the Son of God, the promised Messiah, and that is clearly his purpose here. The audience seems to be the Romans, who were obviously not Jewish and therefore would, for the most part, not have understood Aramaic. This is why we see Mark translate “Ephphatha” for his readers. Mark is the shortest of the four gospels and one of the reasons for this is that he has skipped Jesus' ministry in Jerusalem and brings us right to the Sea of Galilee, where Christ has been ministering to the Gentiles. 

I. There's a good chance the people who brought this deaf and mute man to Jesus and the man himself were Gentiles. The man was clearly in dire straits. Judging by the fact that apparently the man could talk (though barely), he had probably lost his hearing at a very young age. Just think about his dire condition. He was in a glass prison of sorts. He could see all that was going on around him and touch it, but he couldn't hear a word or a sound. Think how much time we spend every day communicating with others by listening and talking. Singing and listening to music. And then to be without all of that... This man certainly was in dire need. 

We too, come with dire needs, though most of us do not have the physical impairments and limitations of this man. Rather we have been spiritually deaf and spiritually mute, which is a far worse condition because the consequences are eternal. How have we been spiritually deaf? Well let's start with our deafness toward our neighbors. Do we always take the time to listen to them, or do we become preoccupied with our own lives to the point that we feel we really don't have time to listen to our neighbor's “minor problems.” And even when we do take some time to listen to our neighbors, are we really listening to them, or do we instead spend our “listening time” planning our next move, thinking about how we're going to respond or make a joke? Or do we multi-task and go over our to-do list in our head?

Sadly, we must all confess we’ve been deaf to God at times as well. Do we take the time for home devotions, personal devotions, and family devotions? Or are our lives too busy? We make the time for church on Sunday morning, and that’s great, but do we sometimes hope the sermon doesn't go one minute past 17 and the service doesn't go one minute more than an hour? Do we punch in and out for our one hour of worship and think that's all we need to hear God's Word? We must confess we’ve been spiritually deaf.
 And spiritually mute. God blesses us with the gift of speech so we can glorify His name and spread His praises to others and yet often how many people do we encounter everyday where we don't even think about if they know Christ's love... or we know that they don't, but we pass on sharing it with them? 

Not only have we failed to use our tongues for what God intended them, but we’ve all used them in the exact opposite way, for our own sinful purposes. We hit our thumb with the hammer and out slips the Lord's name in vain, or some other offensive word. We hang out with friends and don't have much to talk about so we resort to speaking ill of our neighbors and mocking them with our jokes. The Apostle James writes, “With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God’s likeness. Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be.”

And so spiritually, we're in the same position as this man, except worse because our condition is spiritual. The failure lies in the heart and soul and the consequences are eternal. So we beg our Lord Jesus Christ to free us from this body of death and sin, just as the people begged Jesus to heal the physically deaf and mute man.

II. And this is the point of God's Law. It's to show us just how badly we need a Savior. To show us just how blind, deaf, and mute we all are. But accounts like this... they're written to show that Jesus is that Savior, and that He Provides for Those Needs. Remember, that's the purpose in Mark's gospel – to show the deeds and ways by which Christ proved Himself to be the prophesied Messiah, the Son of God.

Looking back in our Old Testament lesson, we see Isaiah 35:5 where, 700 years before Christ, we read the words of Isaiah, “Then the eyes of the blind will be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped.” Christ fulfilled this prophecy throughout His time on earth as He made the blind see and in our account today where He DID make the deaf to hear. 

But Mark isn't just showing Christ to be a prophecy fulfiller, he’s also showing Christ’s divine power. We think back to Genesis and the Creation of the world where God says, “Let there be light” and there is.  And here, here we have a man who was completely deaf and mostly mute. And yet Jesus speaks the words, and the man is healed. Truly Jesus was and is the Son of God!

But what does this miracle that He performed 2000 years ago have to do with us today? Well He doesn't put His fingers in our ears and touch our tongues, as He did with this man. But He does put His fingers in our ears through baptism and through His Word so that we do hear and take hold of that Word and believe it. 

Believe that Jesus did do everything well, as the people proclaim in our text. This miracle took place at the start of Christ's ministry, but we know from the rest of Scripture that He did everything well for all three years of His ministry, as well as all 33 years of His life! And then He took that perfect life up to the cross and He offered it up for us. And now He touches our tongues with His Holy Supper in which we receive the very ransom price, that perfect life, which was paid for our sins!

And so now with God's help we can serve Him in everything we do and we can do things well for Him and use our tongues and ears to His glory. I just saw a new quotation by C.S. Lewis this week that I think describes our situation very well. The quotation is this: “The Christian does not think God will love us because we are good, but that God will make us good because He loves us.” That’s what He does through faith in His Son. We now appear perfect in His eyes. When he looks at you, he sees someone who has done everything well. And we now have Christ living in us so that we can do things well. 

Unfortunately, we still fail and fall short in this life. But we know that when God looks at us, He doesn't see our shortcomings, but the perfect life of the One who did do everything well. And when we pass from this life, we know that He'll say that, since He does see the life of His Son, He will say, “Well done, my good and faithful servant!”
 Come into the mansions prepared for you!” And there, in paradise with Him, we will do everything well too, and for all of eternity. And that's the beautiful comfort we have in this life. 

III. Now we read that Jesus told those present not to tell others. He probably told them this because He wanted people following Him for the right reasons, not just these earthly miracles. But we read that the more He told them this, the more they told others. They were completely amazed! It was natural for them to tell others. They couldn't help it! 

Well Jesus is our Son of God, too! And He hasn't told us NOT to tell others! Rather He's given us the command in Matthew 28 that we are to go and make disciples of all nations. But do we really even need a command?

It's like if one of us knew of someone who had the cure for deafness, or muteness, or something even worse like Alzheimer’s or cancer. We would automatically tell others because it's so important; it's the way to save their lives. Well we have news of the cure for their eternal lives!! Christ has done everything well for us! What greater joy can there be than to spread this message? 

A man who could not hear a thing, whose only words were but a mumble, was brought into a whole new world when Jesus our Savior opened his ears and loosened his tongue. And yet this miracle and new world do not even compare to the new world Christ has opened for us who believe on His name. We've been given new life here on earth, with the hope and expectation of an even greater new life beyond the grave. All made possible by the Son of God. Praise be to that Son of God! He has done everything well... for us! Amen.
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